
September 2020 

Important Dates: 

09/1 BOD/BOG meeting at 
lodge 6pm  

09/7  Labor Day 

09/11 Patriot Day Proudly fly 
your flags!  

 

Greetings 413 Family! 

WE ARE STILL HERE! 

I’ve been saying to everyone that to sum things up, this year SUCKS! 

As you know we have been closed since March by order of the Governor of NM in response to 
the Covid 19 orders.  

Many are always asking “what about….?” So let me bring you up to speed on what we have 

done and been informed of. 

The Governor has classified us (incorrectly I may add) as a bar and only a bar. Yes we have a 
non-profit liquor license that we pay for every year and in fact will be paying for it again in 

October that allows us to have and operate the Social Quarters. Within that license the entire 
inside of the building and the patio are licensed for alcohol sale and consumption. “Well restau-

rants are able to be open to 25% indoor and 75% outdoor occupancy and serve alcohol”. The Gov-
ernors guideline states that 50% of your total sales as of 12/31/19 had to be in food sales to quali-
fy to open. “Well cant we just bring our own and sit on the patio?” I have personal opinions on 

this one, however to be in compliance, the answer is no, we cannot due to the fact the patio is 
licensed and a mass gathering is considered 10 or more people. To be found violating the order 
would be a minimum $5000 fine and possible revocation of our liquor license.  What about lodge 

meetings? While we are allowed to have our meetings in person and have done so, due to the age 
of the majority of the members that attend meetings and the inability to maintain 6’ separation 
even within the dining room it was decided in the last lodge meeting Aug. 5, 2020 to entrust the 

Board of Directors and Board of Governors with the operations of the Lodge until restrictions are 
eased and we can gather. Keep in mind all board meetings are open to any member to attend, we 
will distance as best we can and minutes will be available.  

The Elks State Association, Grand Lodge, and even members from this Lodge have all been in con-
tact with the Governor and others to push to reopen Elks, Moose, American Legions and others 
without success. That said it would not hurt for you to call and write to voice your opinion as we 

all know the squeaky wheel gets the grease.  

What we have been doing for the last three months is we have held drive through dinners and we 
plan to have more. The funds raised have been just about enough to pay our monthly bills though 

we have property taxes, liquor license and a couple of other large bills coming up. Your Boards 
have been working diligently to cut all costs as possible. Our televisions, trash service and others 
have been put on hold. All electric except only as needed has been shut off including the walk-in 

cooler and ac’s. All food and supplies for the meals have been graciously donated by officers and 
members.  

Treasurer Stan and Trustee Gene refinished the bar. PER Gary and Esteemed Loyal Knight Frank 
have been painting and repairing ceiling tiles. Several have been cleaning and working to keep up 
the Lodge. The State Association forgave our state dues and returned them to us ($800+). The 

Grand Lodge sent all Lodges $1500 to assist as well. We held a drive in movie that was great fun 
and as soon as we can work some logistics out we will do it again. We are also talking of a Elk 
Camp in at the RV park soon.  

“We heard the Lodge was permanently closing”. Here me on this one. As long as I’m an Elk and 
have any ability what so ever Silver City Lodge 413’s 123 years of history will continue long into 
the future! Are we struggling yes, but this to shall pass, might be a bowling ball size kidney stone 

but it will pass. Now more than ever your membership is of the highest importance! If you have 
not yet paid your 2020-21 dues please do so immediately.  If you’re sitting back saying well why 
pay I can’t go to the social quarters or we’re not having any activities then I must say we as an 

organization have failed you in not expressing properly who we are. We are a charity first and 
foremost dedicated to better the lives of youth, veterans and those of our communities. Make 
sure you see the bigger picture before you write off your obligation.  

I hope you know just how much I personally miss seeing you. I had a great number of projects I 
was hoping to see accomplished this year however my priority at the moment is simply to get to 
see you again and keep us alive to see another year!  

Andrew Housley ~ Exalted Ruler  



 

Our Absent Family 

As you may have heard a great friend of our lodge Jim Suhr hus-

band of Mindy Suhr was tragically taken from us back in July in 
an accident. Mindy as set up a memorial fund in the Lodge in 
Jim’s memory to assist the lodge during this time and to eventu-

ally be used to assist youth. If you or you know of anyone that 
would like to donate to this fund please send it to the lodge and 
designate it as In memory of Jim Suhr.  

HELP US HELP YOU!  

In efforts to save money we are asking members to receive communications by email 

rather than needing postage. If you would like to keep up with the most recent infor-
mation please email us at  bulletin413@yahoo.com along with your name and request 
to be placed on the email list. Thank you!  

“The family is 
the nucleus of  
civilization.” 

“Is it me or has 
this been the 

longest 2 week 
shut down in his-

tory?” 

NEW LODGE READY TO BE INSTITUTED  

For some time now great effort has been made to open an Elks Lodge in Elephant 

Butte, NM. It finally is about to be a reality. Elephant Butte Lodge #2885 is set to 
begin initiating the charter members September 19th!  

Congratulations and welcome Lodge #2885 to the Elks and to the Southwest District 

#6040 of the New Mexico Elks Association!  

Corona Love!  

 It was bound to happen! Our own Jaz Ramirez and Jeremy Corral got hitched on    

Sunday August 30th. Congratulations Mr. and Mrs. Corral!    

Silver City Elks Lodge 
#413  

4051 Hwy 90 S.  

PO Box 619 

Silver City, NM 88062 

(575) 538-3081 

ELK ECHOES of  the 413 



 

Elk calling requires an understanding of what Elk talk means. The 

hope of these articles is to reinstate the purposes of our Order and call 

all Elks to be committed to our cause.  

“Fidelity is of supreme importance. For only while we remain faithful to 

our Obligation, will we act toward one another with Charity, Justice, 

and Brotherly Love.”  

“I cannot even imagine where I would be today were it not for that 

handful of friends who have given me a heart full of joy. Let's face it, friends make life a lot 

more fun.” Charles R. Swindoll  

Friendship and friendliness is the mark of true Elks. The final charge of our Obligation is to 

strive that the name Elk, that we carry is worthy of an American citizen who loves our fellow 

man. When was the last time you shared with your friends your pride in belonging to such a 

great Order? When was the last time you reached out to our newest members, or others in the 

Lodge you may not know well and get to know them and thus being able to call them a friend? 

The Holy Bible which 

In cleaning we disposed  a great deal of towels that were no long-
er usable. If you would like to donate some new items please 

contact Margie Ford. We could use the help! 

Communities need Elks’ help more than ever 

As I begin my year as Grand Exalted Ruler, I want to begin by saying thanks to all of you and offer my sincere 

gratitude and appreciation that you have entrusted me as your next national president. This would not have 

been possible without all of you, my fellow brothers and sisters, and your support and guidance. I also need to 

thank my family and friends, and of course the assistance and aid of my wonderful wife. When I started this 

adventure, finding a theme was something that I wanted to make sure stood out. I wanted to change a little of 

the landscape of the organization to make sure that we not only survive the future but thrive in it. With the 

changes happening in this world, my theme has become more and more vital to the situation. My Theme for 

2020-2021 is Creating Momentum for the Future of Elkdom. Now more than ever we need to go out there and 

help our communities and get them to thrive again, get them to see the light at the end of the tunnel. Help to 

realize that this is a great country. And teach them who we are as Elks and that our organization is one that will 

Create Momentum for the Future of Elkdom and the people of this country. The Elks are a community, and it 

is my hope for the coming year that by working together with the Elks National Foundation and through our 

Members and Lodges nationwide we can build both stronger communities and stronger Elks. It is my goal that 

we can reach $4.80 per Member in our ENF donations this Elks year. It’s not a lofty goal when you consider 

that we have reached this amount for many of the past years. I understand that with the way the world is right 

now, it is hard to increase the goal. Lodges are closed and will have a hard time coming up with the extra 

funds to be able to sustain our current activity. Reach down and grab one more dollar. Believe me, the Elks 

National Foundation charitable giving will be needed more than ever and the funds will go a lot further now in 

the world that we are living in. It is my challenge to each and every Member to practice the Elks values of 

Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity in your work, your daily lives, and everything you do. Stacey 

and I are looking forward to visiting you in each of your respective states and Lodges during our travels during 

the next year.  

Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler 

PAUL R.RYAN 
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Friendly reminder that all areas withing 
the building are now smoke free 


